Saying No to Fees for Recreational Facilities Use

At Thursday’s City Council meeting, Woodland Park city management proposed the implementation of fees for the use of WP’s recreational facilities, including ball fields, picnic areas, tennis courts, and the ice rink.  City management stated that it could provide better service to the public, and reported that citizens had asked why WP doesn’t impose fees, which are commonplace in other communities.  

In seeking to understand why city fees for use of WP public facilities were necessary, I asked how this fee structure compared to the previous fee structure, how much revenue would be raised by fees, what would we be accomplished, and why they felt we needed to charge fees at this time.  Another councilmember asked how fees would be enforced and whether it would impact the availability of the facilities to the general public.

City management stated that no fee structure existed and noted that facilities can be reserved at any time.  Management did not know how much money would be generated and acknowledged that many large organizations are exempt from the fees because of contracts.  The City Manager indicated that the money wasn’t needed for the general fund and that there is no mechanism in place to enforce the reservation system.

I also questioned the provision for an automatic five percent annual fee increase, indicating that the current $80 fee proposed for the hockey rink would reach $100 in five years.  It was explained that automatic fee increases for other fees imposed by the City were approved by a previous Council because the Council didn’t want to see fee increases on the agenda every year.  I indicated that I opposed any automatic fee increases without review by Council.

Parks and recreational facilities are provided for the use and benefit of the citizens of Woodland Park and, the operation and maintenance of such facilities are budgeted by the City.  I do not agree with imposing fees at a time when those fees cannot be justified and at a time when the economy has imposed hardships on many people.  Since facilities are provided for the use and enjoyment of the citizens of Woodland Park and are paid through resident’s taxes, I will oppose fees for citizens unless and until a true benefit or need can be proved, and only as a last resort.  

